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Explosions and fires were reported at Trump Tower, the Empire State Building and a 
Walgreens at Times Square between 4:33 and 5:10 pm today. 12 people have been 
hospitalized, zero fatalities have been reported so far.
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Trump Tower, Empire State, Times 
Square Targeted in Suspected 
Terrorist Bombings

By NYC Now Staff

The locations of the three explosions last reported by NYPD.
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4:33 pm: The first explosion went off at Trump Tower

5:10 pm: Last explosion at Empire State Building.

5:01 pm: A second explosion goes off at a Walgreens near Times Square.

what we know

what we don’t know

- NYPD terrorist activity is suspected in all three events.
- All fires are currently under control.
- An undetonated explosive device was found at Trump Tower.
- Two persons of interest have been arrested.

- There is no information about explosive devices being found at the Empire State 
building or Times Square.
- There are no identified suspects confirmed at this time.

Investigators found an undetonated explosive device at Trump Tower which appears to be 
inside a pressure cooker. FBI explained that it was not detonated because of a loose wire on 
the right side. It’s unclear at this time if similar devices were used in the other buildings.

Two persons of interest have been arrested, both male ages 27 and 22, who were 
recorded on video near the Trump Tower locations prior to the explosions. There is no 
other information at this time about them and we do not know if they are New York 
residents.  Police emphasized that these men are not necessarily suspects in the attacks, 
but persons of interest and they will be interviewed by police and the FBI to determine 
the extent of their knowledge and participation.

Smoke was visible coming from the Times Square Walgreens at 1475 Broadway at the 
street level, while no smoke has been visible at the Trump Tower location, which cause 
some confusion as streets were blocked.

In the Empire State Building at 350 5th Avenue, office workers have witnessed and 
fireman on the scene have confirmed that the fire seems to be coming from the men’s 
bathroom on the 59th floor, near the copy room.

Gary Smith, police spokesperson, confirmed that all fires are under control around 
6:11pm today during a press conference held at the NYPD’s Times Square substation. As 
the investigation is ongoing, there’s no confirmation that the three incidents might be 
connected.

President Trump tweeted in response to the event near his home shortly after the report 
of the incident, “Trump Tower attacked! Some injuries — hoping for the best. This is why 
we need better security in this country. NYPD releasing more info soon!”

New York Daily News has reported that security costs at Trump Tower alone costs the city 
more than $1 million per day.

THE ANATOMY OF A 
PRESSURE COOKER 
BOMB

The majority of bomb threats tracked since 2000 by the NYPD Bomb Squad have been 
around Midtown Manhattan and the Statue of Liberty. The number of bomb threats has 
increased dramatically since 2001.

"We have to be ever vigilant. All signs point to the act of a terrorist in planting bombs at 
three of the City's landmarks. We are lucky that nobody has been killed, but we pray for 
the 12 people who are hurt, two of them in critical condition, and their families,” said 
Mayor De Blasio, addressing the press.
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Injured person being transported out of Trump Tower. Image via Twitter


